
 1

                 
 

Message from Paul:   

It has been awhile since a newsletter has gone out but as the old saying goes better late than 

never!     Quite a lot has gone on over the last seven months.  The martins came, fledged their 

young and now are travelling south for their winter stay in Brazil.  

   

Hopefully, everyone had a successful season.   Again the weather played a significant role with 

the well-being of the colonies but I think for the most part everything turned out all right.    We 

will find out when we get our final numbers of martins fledged and the number of active nests 

at our final 2015 meeting (Sept. 26th) at Orchard View Golf Course.     It’s important to get 

these numbers to have an idea how the martin population fares in our area from year to year.  

 

To help with keeping track of the martin population, John Balga banded 743 young, 10 adults 

and he had 2 recaptures.   He travelled 2416 km doing so.  John has indicated that in order for 

the banding to be successful landlords whose colonies were banded need to make the attempt to 

read some of these bands so information about the bird can be documented.     Lyle Papps of 

Charing Cross was able to read with his spotting scope and submit six numbers to John who 

then passed them on to the organization that keeps track of these numbers.    For his efforts, 

Lyle received a certificate for each bird which let him know where each one was originally 

banded.    Richard Carr of Walpole Island also banded many birds and was able to retrieve 

information from many previously banded birds.    Richard was also involved in the geo-locater 

project on the island.  Last year 20 martins were outfitted with these devices.   This year he was 

able to retrieve six which were passed on to the scientists to obtain information about what the 

birds did during their migration this year.      He is eagerly waiting to hear back from them and 

if he receives information by our September meeting, he will give us a report. 

 

We had member host meetings at the homes of Marianne Knapp and Dennis Shady in May and 

July.   I would like to thank them for offering up their homes and being gracious hosts.  We had 

a barbeque at Dennis’s house and a good time was had by all who attended.  Good food and a 

chance to socialize with other members help to bring the club closer together.  We hope to do 

this again next year and once again we will be looking for member hosts.   I would like to make 
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special mention that Derrick Keeping and his wife made the 3 hour trip from Ayton Ontario to 

attend this meeting!   In acknowledgement for having travelled the farthest to attend the 

meeting, they received a Tim Horton’s gift card.   

 

Once again we will be participating in the Hawk Festival at the Holiday Beach Conservation 

Area on September 12-13 and 19-20.   We can only do this if we have members who volunteer 

to help out with our display.    I would like to especially thank Al Hamill,  Dennis Shady and 

John Balga who will be there much of the time to set up the display and promote the OPMA to 

the many people who attend Hawk Fest.    This is a great opportunity to connect with people 

who are interested in native birds in general, and educate them to the unique interaction that is 

possible only with a species that depends on human supplied housing and thrives under human 

management. 

 

Our club is only as strong as its members.  We depend on our annual dues to keep us going 

throughout the year.  They pay for the website, barbeque, handouts, and many other items that 

allow the club to function.    Aad Ahsmann, our new treasurer, will be setting up a payment 

system using the internet to help people make their yearly payment.    This will be explained in 

another newsletter or at one of our upcoming meetings.   We will still be accepting our dues at 

the first two meetings of 2016.        

 

We hope to see you all at our September 26th meeting at Orchard View Golf Course! 
   

Paul Hamel, Chairperson 

   

   

 
 

 
 
  

 

 
            
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to our new members ! 

Les Kummer …. Windsor, Ontario   
Norma Rhicard …. Stanbridge, Quebec 
Brenda Bates …. Gravenhurst, Ontario 
David Blay …. Lambton Shores, Ontario 
Dan Caza …. Harrow, Ontario 
Ronald Delcourt …. Harrow, Ontario 
Audrey Festeryga …. Kingsville, Ontario 
Colin Haskin ….. Stirling, Ontario 
Brian & Lisa Houston …. Leamington, Ontario 
Derrick Keeping …. Ayton, Ontario 
Denise Trotechaud …. Belle River, Ontario 
Joseph Vidican …. Belle River, Ontario 
Henry & Elaine Wolting …. Blenheim, Ontario 
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Eggshells:         
 

Seven months are ahead of us before we again hear that beautiful martin music in our necks of 

the woods.     This is a great time for replenishing our stores of eggshells.       Over the years, 

I’ve found this to be the easiest way of preparing them: 

 

Rinse eggshells to remove the gooey stuff, and peel out as much of the 

papery membrane as you can.    This only takes a moment, and it 

prevents having a stuck together mess later when you crush them.       

Put the halves of egg shells on a microwavable plate, and let them air 

dry.     Then microwave on HI for a minute – removes any potentially 

harmful bacteria.    When cool, use your fingers to crush into pieces 

about the size of a pencil end.    They keep indefinitely.  

 

Birds use many things for grit, which is needed by both adults and nestlings to digest their food.       

Martins pick up bits of gravel, sea shell, etc., and these you will sometimes find in the nest.   

The natural diet of a martin provides plenty of protein but no calcium, which is thought to be 

needed for egg production.    Providing egg shells gives us another opportunity to view the 

Hawkfest Schedule: 
 

Please click on the following link to get the complete schedule for  
September 12-13, and September 19-20. 

 
http://hbmo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/event-calendar-for-Hawk-

Fest-20151.pdf 
 

Special note:    Our own John Balga and Richard Carr will be making a 
presentation on “The Plight of the Purple Martin” in the Classroom on 

Sunday September 13th at 1:30 pm. 
 

Our booth will be open from 9:00 – 3:00 pm each of the 4 days of Hawkfest.     
Volunteers will not be required to pay for entry.    If you’re able to give a 

couple of hours to this event, please contact Paul Hamel at 519-738-3476. 
Note:   Volunteers are particularly needed for September 19-20 
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activities of the colony, and reduces the potential and danger of birds landing on roadways to 

find grit.     

If you have a raised feeder tray, this is where you can place your eggshells.    If not, then you 

can spread it somewhere in your yard or even driveway, roof of a shed / garage, etc. – keeping 

in mind the need for openness for their safety from hawks, cats, etc.    Other birds may also 

come for the eggshells, including barn swallows.   You can put eggshells out in the winter, too - 

according to a study done by Cornell Lab of Ornithology, about 60 species of birds will 

consume them for the grit and calcium they contain.  

 

Note from Mary. 
 

Many of you have attended meetings at our previous home on Danforth Avenue in Leamington 

where we enjoyed a thriving martin colony for many years.    After planning to move for the 

last few years, it was finally accomplished this summer.     One of the fears I had about moving 

was leaving the colony homeless, so I 

was very happy when our neighbor to the 

north expressed interest in having one 

of our gourd racks.     He and his wife had 

come to really enjoy the sights and sounds 

of our martins, and so, in May, Jim helped 

him install our 12 gourd PMCA rack in 

his yard.   He ended up with 5 pairs, so at 

least some of our birds transitioned over.     

(We were at 100% occupancy in 2014, so 

perhaps some of our birds from that rack 

left, or possibly never made it back through 

the bad spring weather in the U.S.)   

 

The lady who bought our home wasn’t sure whether she would want to be a martin landlord, but 

agreed that we could leave the other 2 gourd racks up until after the birds had fledged.     She 

moved in on June 30th, and had some time to watch the activities of a martin colony in full 

swing feeding and finally fledging their young.   She now has decided she’d like to keep the 

colony going!     So, I will be mentoring both her and her neighbor in the spring, helping ready 

the gourds with pine needles, having crickets on hand should they need feeding, and guiding 

them through nest checks.  

 

Needless to say, I am thrilled that our birds will be able to return “home” in April 2016, and that 

I’ll still be able to interact with them, as we will not be hosting martins at our new location.  
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Oh These Dirty Birds !!!!     
 

It’s clean-up time for landlords.    What a job – smelly, buggy, and often stuck like cement to 

the bottom of the gourd or house.    Some of you have probably done this chore already, but for 

those of you who are waiting, like me, for cooler weather, here’s a few tips and safety 

considerations for tackling this job that have worked for us over the years.     

 

 Work upwind if possible     Getting a faceful of who knows what isn’t any fun. 

 Wear a mask.   Without knowing all the potential hazards existing in a used martin nest, 

the feather sheathing alone could be a real irritant if breathed in (that’s the white, powder-

like stuff that blows around when a nest is removed).      

 Wear gloves, or at least have wet wipes with you.    You’ll appreciate them.  

 

I’ve found these tools to be useful with both houses and gourds: 

 

              

 

 An old CD, broken in half, works well to scrape the curvature of a gourd.   

 A “dish” brush with a long handle is very handy to sweep out the loosened debris.   

 Spray bottle with a water / bleach mix.      Many landlords use this to spray into crevices 

to kill any hidden insects.    Some landlords feel that it also acts as a deterrent for insects 

during the next season.     What one landlord says: 

“I take a spray bottle with a 10 percent bleach solution with me, and an extra gallon of the mix 

in a jug. Don't get the mix too strong as it can burn your hands, and eye protection would be wise, 

and old clothes that you don't care get spotted.      I spray down the nest first, then pull out most of 

it, and re-spray and wipe out with old rags. I hope the bleach mixture protects me as I progress. 

The greatest benefit to the housing may be that it really brightens up the exterior.” 

  

   

 

 A garden claw breaks up the nest into smaller pieces 

that can be pulled out through the access port on a gourd 

or through the entry of a house.   

 A small scraper with sharp corners is a great tool for 

cleaning the rooms of Trio houses – I use the small 

countertop samples that you can pick up from any home 

improvement store.    These are small enough to 

manipulate inside the compartment, and strong enough 

to really scrape them clean.      
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How clean do they have to be?   

 It’s important to remove the old nest, and with it, most of the parasites that would 

otherwise overwinter in the gourd/house.     Also, old nests that are left can cause 

deterioration of the house or gourd.    

 As far as the martins are concerned, they don’t have to be squeaky clean.  A little dirt is 

not a deterrant. 

 Some people wipe or spray with a bleach solution (see above), which may help to 

eliminate any remaining mites or fleas after the nest is removed. 

 If you can get a hose to your housing, you can blast out the crevices and loose dirt. 

 

How to store them for winter: 

 If you have the time, energy, and storage space, they can be removed from the poles and 

stored out of the weather.    No doubt this lengthens the life of housing and gourds.   

 Otherwise, houses and gourds can be brought down to the lowest position on the poles.       

Remove all doors, floors, and access caps and store for the winter.  

 

***  Trio doors that have been modified to SREH by means of a plate riveted or screwed 

on present a particular problem:    mites can overwinter between the two pieces of metal.    

Same problem could exist in gourd caps that have liners that are left in place.    

Immersing in a bleach solution, or pouring boiling water over them as they stand 

vertically in a plastic container will get rid of all the critters.   (But to be safe, store them 

in an outside area rather than anywhere in or attached to the house.) 

   

 

 

 Gourds left on the racks (no lids), and houses left open (no doors/floors), are scoured quite 

clean by the winter weather, and are bugless and ready to go in spring.   (This is what we 

have always done at the two golf course locations we take care of.    It works very well.)      

It also prevents occupation by sparrows prior to martins returning.     

 

Natural gourds have special considerations about which I am not qualified to speak.     Our 

member and natural gourd expert Lyle Papps would be able to assist anyone with tips on 

cleaning, preserving, and storing their natural gourds.   

Where mites can overwinter. 
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FINAL 2015 MEETING:   Orchard View Golf Course, Ruthven, Ontario. 
 

9:00 am .. Saturday, Sept. 26th 

 

We look forward to the reports and experiences from members as to how their season went. 

   We hope everyone can come out for this season’s wind-up meeting !    

 

 PLEASE BRING YOUR FLEDGE RESULTS, IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY GIVEN THEM TO 

JOHN BALGA !!!!! 

 

 

 

Contact any of the members below with questions and concerns:   

John Balga ......... 519-800-2504 .. martinman@hotmail.com ...... Website / Banding 
Richard Carr ....... 810-706-2344 .. 2009.wipmp@gmail.com ...... Walpole Island / Banding / Geo-Locators 
Rob Cornies ....... 519-733-4004 .. roba496@gmail.com ............ Banding 
Marianne Dyck ... 519-326-0095 .. rudyandmarianne@gmail.com Secretary, member records 
Paul Hamel ......... 519-738-3476 .. kp_hamel@live.ca ................ Chairperson 
Al Hamill ............. 519-738-6932 .. alhamill70@gmail.com ......... Advisor, Lending Library  
Lyle Papps.......... 519-354-6404 ..  ............................................. Natural gourd expertise 
Nancy Robson .... 519-326-8557 .. nancyrrobson@gmail.com .... Media 
Dennis Shady ..... 519-738-4411 .. dennisshady@yahoo.ca ....... New member advisor  
Aad Ahsmann  .... 519-999-9945 .. AadAhsmann@gmail.com .... Treasurer, Finances 
Mary Wilson ........ 519-326-1710 .. helenmwilson@yahoo.com ... Newsletters, Cricket orders 
 

 
 

 

Resources: 
 

Remember to check out the wonderful resource that is provided by John Balga, our website manager.     

Visit it at:  www.essexpurplemartins.ca 

 

The Feed Store in Harrow now carries many purple martin products. 

They are located at 2564 County Road 20 East, in Harrow, and can be contacted at 1-519-738-2261. 

     

The Purple Martin Conservation Association (PMCA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the conservation 

of Purple Martins through scientific research, state of the art management techniques, and public education.  

The PMCA forum does not require sign-up, is totally free, and is a wealth of information from landlords all 

across N.A. 
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Martins in spring, waiting patiently at 

Orchard View Golf Course for their 

housing to be raised. 

John Craft showing grandkids a martin  

up close during banding.   Future 

landlords, perhaps?   

Tree Swallow arrival at Holiday Beach 


