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Message from Paul:  
 
Hello everyone!   February is coming to a close, our Martins are well on their way back home to us, 
and we probably all are already thinking about and planning for their return to our colonies.   
 
The upcoming year is going to be an extra busy one.  Once again, we have five meetings planned for 
our membership.  Two are member host meetings which always offer a great opportunity to see 
members’ set-ups on their own sites.    Thank you to our members who have volunteered for these:   
Marie Anne Knapp (Essex) in May, and Henry & Elaine Wolting (Blenheim) in June - which is also 
our annual social gathering for the club.     
 
We once again will be involved with the Hawk Festival at Holiday Beach in September.  Also, for the 
first time, the OPMA will be hosting a Martin Festival at Colchester Harbour!     This looks to be an 
exciting event where we can promote the importance of maintaining Martin colonies.    
 
Many members of our club have been busy preparing other sites for the new season.  John Balga has 
donated a T14 for the Colchester Harbour site.   He supervised the installation of a new pole and will 
be putting up the house in early March.    Ron Delcourt has converted the castle at Holiday Beach to 12 
compartments, painted the swallow housing and added ventilation to the 16 gourds.    Mary Wilson & 
Jim Sudds are donating a new Gemini gourd rack at the Orchard View Golf Course to replace the old 
house that broke last year.   When we have our meeting in April, have a look at this new set-up.  
 
John Balga and Al Hamill have worked on several new roll-up screen displays for the club which were 
on display at our February 17th meeting.    
 
Our association continues to grow, and we have, as of this writing, over 50 members.   The annual dues 
of $20.00 are now being accepted for 2018 up until the close of the April meeting.   The money 
collected from dues allows us to continue with our various projects which promote the importance of 
the Purple Martin in our world.  Without your support, these projects would not be possible.   Even if 
you are unable to attend all or any of the meetings, your commitment to the OPMA is greatly 
appreciated.    OPMA will carry on as long as we have members who are willing to support the 
association and its various projects. 
 
We hope to see you all at our next meeting on April 21, 2018 at Orchard View Golf Course! 
 
Paul Hamel 
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  PURPLE MARTIN HOUSING / GOURD RACKS  FOR SALE 
 

We received the following information about items for sale in the Long Point area. 
 
 

  

                    
 

Assorted houses are available - $100 each ... Sparrow trap not included. 

 
If you are interested, please contact Mary Wilson at 

519-326-1710    or      helenmwilson@yahoo.com      to connect with the seller. 
 

Note from Mary:    Conversion tunnels are available from PMCA or through the Harrow Feed 
Store that change a round holed Super Gourd to an SREH entry.    Regarding the fixed poles of 

 
About 10 of the following are available    
 

Custom made steel “fountain rack” with  
6 Super Gourds.       
 

$150.00 
 
Great starter racks.    They are fixed poles.  
Probably a rope and pulley could be affixed.     
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the gourd racks, the height is not known, but we know from personal experience that martins 
readily nest in housing at a 10 foot height.     

Welcome to our new members! 
Neil Anderson, Harrow, Ont 

Fred Conte, Amherstburg, Ont 
Anne Domarchuk, Leamington, Ont 

Rene & Yvette Janisse, St. Joachim, Ont 
Michele Janosik, South Woodslee, Ont.  

Barbara & Fred Koppitch, Belle River, Ont 
Jim Lamphier, Kingsville, Ont 
Claude Radley, Tilbury, Ont 
Tim Shortridge, Lasalle, Ont 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 .  ......... According to the PMCA Scout Map,  
Martins are now in Tennessee.  The Purple Wave is on the move!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 MEETINGS and EVENTS  
 

 All meeting dates are subject to change as necessary.    Any changes will be communicated to everyone.   
 We will make reminder emails OR phone calls prior to each meeting, but this schedule is for your convenience to print 

out, or transfer to your calendar.      
 For “member-host” meetings, in case of questionable weather, individuals should contact the “host” to confirm if the 

meeting will be held as scheduled.    It is NOT the responsibility of the “host” to contact everyone.    
 
 

  9:00 am ....... Feb. 17 .......... Colasanti’s, Ruthven …. In the CACTUS Room 

  9:00 am ....... Apr. 21  .......... Orchard View Golf Course, Ruthven  

  9:00 am ....... May 26 .......... “Member-Host” Meeting - Hosted by Marianne Knapp, Essex 

  9:00 am ....... Jun. 23 .......... “Member-Host” Meeting & BBQ - Hosted by Henry & Elaine Wolting, Blenheim 
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10:00 am ....... July 7 ..  .......... MARTINFEST …. At Colchester Harbour (10 am - 3 pm) 
  9:00 am ....... Sep 29  .......... Orchard View Golf Course, Ruthven 

    At our February Meeting  
 
 
Guest Speaker: 
Our first meeting of 2018 was held at Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens.    We were pleasantly 
surprised by a surplus of attendees, some of whom attended to hear our guest speaker:  
 
We enjoyed an excellent presentation by Jeremy Bensette.   He is a “career bird watcher, 
naturalist, photographer, and tour guide from Leamington, Essex County, Ontario.   I absolutely 
love wildlife and spend virtually all of my time immersing myself in it.  I take part in quite a few 
citizen science and volunteering programs, and spend a large portion of the year doing contract field 
biology work, mostly with Bird Studies Canada, as well as tour guiding in the Point Pelee area and 
across Ontario.”    
 
Jeremy discussed and presented a slide show of his Birding “Big Year” of 2017.   During this 
year, he documented his extensive travels and bird sightings across Ontario on the way to 
achieving a record-breaking result.    “A combination of approximately 100,000 km driven, a 
couple flights, tram rides, bicycles, ferries, kayak, skis, snowshoes, a swim, and a wade through icy 
water have taken me to some pretty crazy places and crazy birds throughout this amazing Big Year 
across Ontario.”     
 

Quotes are excerpted from Jeremy’s Blog, which is well worth a look! 
http://jeremybirder.blogspot.ca 

 
 

Martinfest 
Paul announced that the OPMA is hosting the first ever Ontario Purple Martin Festival!     Plans 
are underway, but here is an overview of what the event will look like.          
 
We are beginning with only a one-day event, but our hope is that there is sufficient interest to 
make this part of our yearly calendar, and use its potential to educate and interest a wider 
audience in the importance of helping the Purple Martins in Ontario.   
 
 
When: July 7, 2018  10 AM      3 PM 
Where: Colchester Harbour / Beach …… 100 Jackson Street, Harrow, Ontario 
 
This site is a very busy public park, beach, and marina.    We have an existing Trio Grandpa, 
and this spring, a T14 house, donated by John Balga, will be installed.    We hope for a return of 
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the Martins that successfully raised young last year, and because this site is so ideal for Purple 
Martins, expect that the colony will quickly grow.  
Our Martinfest will be RAIN or SHINE - our activities will be centered under several tents.   
We hope to attract a lot of visitors through extensive advertising, and also expect that some of 
the regular park traffic will come our way.   
 
Our advertising will be online, at local Bed & Breakfasts, Hotels, Golf Courses, and Marinas.    
We will utilize local area newspapers, radio spots, community event flyers, and press releases.  
And we’ll have flyers to hand out for any of our members who want to help! 
 
The OPMA will not be supplying food or beverages, but there are local establishments that do, 
and who may be happy to participate in our event (and our advertising) by offering “Martinfest” 
specials.   
  
A number of vendors will be contacted who will help us with information brochures, as well as 
showcasing their products. 
 
Various OPMA members will be giving presentations on a variety of subjects, and weather 
permitting, we will be banding some young purple martins.     Some possible subjects to be 
covered are:    Types of PM housing ….. PM Identification ….. Preventing Nest Competitors 
….. PM Attraction Methods ….. Etc.   
 
And, we will have fun activities for the children!  
 
We welcome any suggestions from our members to make this a success!      
 
 
 
 
Chirpy Nest 
Birdhouse 

 
 
 

 
Al Hamill passed around a “Chirpy-Nest” martin house that 
he ordered online.    
 
http://www.peacefulvalleypurplemartins.com 
 
Interesting concept, and the construction was very solid. 
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Al also shared about his experiment with his TS/BB boxes:    He is painting the interior of some 
of them blue, and some yellow.    Apparently House Sparrows (HOSP) don’t particularly like 
these colours, and it may be another method of repelling these pests.   Results will be 
interesting! 
 
Crickets 
Mary discussed taking orders for crickets from club members, and due to the number of people at the 
meeting who were obviously puzzled by the cricket talk, gave a little background about how 
supplemental feeding came about.     It was interesting to many that Purple Martins are so vulnerable to 
weather, and that they can be taught a feeding adaptation that helps them survive.  
 

SUPPLEMENTAL FEEDING and CRICKETS (Mary Wilson) 
 

Supplemental feeding is being practiced by many landlords throughout the U.S. and Canada to get their birds 
through a bad patch of weather in the early spring.   Particularly following their arduous migration, Martins can 
succumb quickly to “no-feed” weather when they are unable to regain strength.     
 

As a volunteer service for the OPMA, I submit a bulk order for feeder crickets from a local retailer who adds 
our order to his own at the wholesale price he pays.    No profit is realized by myself or the OPMA.   Your order 
will be taken ($20.00 pre-paid please), during the February meeting, or thereafter if you contact me, and at the 
appropriate time (approximately when martins have arrived in northern Ohio), I will submit the bulk order for 
the club.    When it arrives, I will freeze and re-package your crickets.   All you need do is pick them up (any 
price adjustment beyond the $20 pre-pay will be made at that time) and put them in your freezer.    
 

To prepare your crickets for use, take out what you need, put them in a small sieve, and run under hot water.   
They thaw quickly.   DO NOT MICRO-WAVE!      
 

There is nothing like knowing you can help your birds if bad weather hits.   With apologies to our more distant 
members, this service can be offered only to members who are able to pick up (or have someone pick up) 
their crickets, as I cannot be involved in shipping live crickets.     An alternative to crickets for all of us is live 
mealworms.    This is described well in the December 2014 newsletter, available on our website at 
www.ontariopurplemartins.ca             

Contact:   Mary …. helenmwilson@yahoo.com ……. 519-326-1710 
 
 

    Spring Tasks  
With Martins about 5 weeks or so away from Essex County, here are just a few of the things that many 
landlords will be thinking about doing for the season:    
 
Eggshells:     Like all birds, Martins need grit, for themselves and for their young.   Eggshells are an 
easy source, and if offered on a raised feeder platform, or thrown on a shed roof, they will make use of 
them.    It is another opportunity to watch your colony, and some landlords feel it keeps their birds 
safer because they don’t need to search on a roadway for grit.    To prepare shells for Martins, simply 
rinse the gooey stuff out of each half-shell and then peel out the membrane.    Let air dry, then put in a 
bowl and micro-wave on HI for about a minute.    Crush with fingers and store. 
 



 7

Pre-Nesting:    Many landlords pre-nest their housing/gourds with materials that will give Martins 
relief from the coldness of metal or plastic housing.     A good layer of nesting material in each 
compartment definitely assists them to conserve energy when they return from a long migration and 
encounter poor weather.    A favourite material is soft white pine needles, if you can find them.     
Some people use cut up straw, or cedar bedding available at pet stores.    Many landlords on the PMCA 
forum use dried oak leaves, and also see Martins bringing them in when building nests.       
Check your Housing / Racks / Winches, Ropes and Pulleys:     
 Check for frayed ropes and replace if needed.    Oil pulleys if you can get to them.   Use a good 

quality household oil like a 3 in 1.   Don’t use WD 40 as it will dissipate quickly.      
 Check cables for fraying – broken strands can get lodged in a pulley or winch.  
 Check your brake winch.   You can lubricate the GEAR of the winch only – don’t get any oil on 

the brake pad (which looks like cork).   Winch can fail if the brake pad has oil on it.  
 

Hang out the WELCOME HOME sign! 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOURCES 
 
 Remember to check the wonderful OPMA website maintained and provided by John Balga,  

our website manager.    www.essexpurplemartins.ca   or  www.ontariopurplemartins.ca 
 

 The Feed Store in Harrow carries many purple martin products.   They are located at  
2564 County Road 20 East, in Harrow, and can be contacted at 1-519-738-2261. 
 

 The PMCA (Purple Martin Conservation Association) is a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
conservation of Purple Martins through scientific research, state of the art management techniques, 
and public education.    The PMCA forum does not require sign-up, is totally free, and is a wealth 
of information from landlords all across N.A.      www.purplemartin.org 
 

 Nature Canada:     Nature Canada’s Purple Martin Project is part of an international initiative between 
university researchers, naturalist groups, Purple Martin landlords and citizens to help protect and 
recover aerial insectivore populations.    The OPMA are partnered with NC in this endeavour and they 
are the recipients of our end-of-season colony statistics that are collected by John Balga.   
 http://naturecanada.ca/what-we-do/bird-conservation/purple-martin-project/ 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact any of the members below with questions: 
   

Board Members: 
Paul Hamel ............ 519-738-3476 .....kp_hamel@live.ca .....................Chairperson 
Lyle Papps ............. 519-354-6404 .......................................................Vice-Chair, Natural gourds 
Al Hamill ................ 519-738-6932 .....alhamill70@gmail.com...............Treasurer, Finances  
Mary Wilson ........... 519-326-1710 .....helenmwilson@yahoo.com ........Secretary, Member Records, Newsletters                                                                                     
Dennis Shady ........ 519-738-4411 .....dennisshady@yahoo.ca ............New member advisor  
Richard Carr .......... 810-706-2344 .....2009.wipmp@gmail.com ...........Walpole Island, Banding, Geo-Locators 
Don Bissonnette.....  .............................................................................Advisor 
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Audrey Festeryga ...  .............................................................................Advisor 
John Balga ............. 519-800-2504 .....martinman@hotmail.com ...........Advisor, Website  
                                                                                                    
Volunteers: 
Fern Bellavance .....  .............................................................................Lending Library 
Nancy Robson ....... 519-326-8557 .....nancyrrobson@gmail.com .........Media 
Carolyn Recker ......  .............................................................................Goodwill Ambassador 


