
BASIC PLAN FOR A T-14 MARTIN HOUSE 
By Ferdinand Bellavance and Al Hamill 

For the Ontario Purple Martin Association 
 

Materials 
Use 1 inch by 12-inch rough pine. 
All pine boards planed to 11 ½” X 3/4” 
 
There are two units of 4 nest boxes and 2 units of 3 nest boxes hence the 
measurements below:   
House: 
4 pieces of 11 ½ inches X 28 ¼ inches for side walls 
4 pieces of 11 ½ inches X 21 ¼ inches for side walls 
18 pieces of 11 ½ inches X 6 inches for dividers 
4 pieces of 7 5/8 inches X 28 ¼ inches for backs and doors 
4 pieces of 7 5/8 inches X 21 ¼ inches for backs and doors 
4 pieces of 10 ¼ inches X 14 ¾ inches for base of roof over top nest box 
4 pieces of 7 5/8 inches X 17 inches for roof 
4 pieces of 8 ½ inches X 17 inches for roof 
14 pieces of 7 ½ inches X 4 inches for porches 
8 pieces of 7 ½ inches X 7 ½ inches X 10 5/8 inches for roof fronts 
14 adapter plates for door entrances (can be made or purchased) but must 
be starling resistant type 
Box of 2-inch deck screws 
Bottle of exterior wood glue 
1 quart exterior primer/sealer acrylic white paint 
2 quarts exterior acrylic semi-gloss high hide white paint 
8 hinges (if front panels are not split into individual doors per nest box) 
4 hooks with eyes (if solid front panels, not individual doors) 
 
Cut the side walls first, then the dividers, backs and doors, roof parts, 
porches and finally the roof fronts. Trim the front corners of the porches. 
 
Assemble each of the housing units (sides and backs) using glue and 
screws. 
Cut square holes in the front pieces where the openings will be located. 
Holes cut to all face places with ¼ inches from top of porch to the bottom of 
the entrance hole.  
Screw and glue porches to the door pieces. 
Screw and glue base of roof to the top housing unit. 



Screw and glue the roof pieces, noting the long vs short piece. 
Screw and glue the roof front and back pieces, keeping the back piece. 
flush with the back wall and the front overhanging the porch. 
Screw hinges on door panels and door panels to the front of the house. 
 

  



Tray: 
14 pieces 11 ¼ inches X 5 ¼ inches for nest tray bottoms  
28 side panels 8 inches X 3 5/8 inches high. 
14 back walls 5 ¼ inches wide X 3 5/8 inches high. 
Using a round doorknob hole drill, create depression in tray bottom 
(optional). 
Screw side walls and staple back of plastic or garden border material to the 
tray bottom (as shown in photo). 
Small retaining piece to keep pine needle nesting material in place. 
 
 

 
 
Paint with one coat of the exterior primer/sealer acrylic white paint followed 
by two coats of the exterior acrylic semi-gloss high hide white paint 
 
 
 
  



 
 



Assembling the units together will depend on the pole construction.  
Poles can be round pipe (usually galvanized steel preferably square but 
could be round) or made of wood. 
House must be able to slide up and down on the pole.  
A pulley mechanism at the top of the pole (see photo) allows for a winch 
and cable to be installed on the pole at the bottom (see photo). 
 

 
 
 
Cable connection protection on the bottom of the house is essential to 
prevent damaging the wood bottom. 



 


